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Research Notes



Word LIst
During my research, there were three 
categories of Halifax motifs that I wanted to 
focus on: geography, maritime living, and  
city culture. When creating the word list, 
I realized many of the words overlapped 
between the three themes. My goal was to 
use this to create a logo that could represent 
Halifax city life while still connecting to its 
maritime roots and geography.



Initial Logo
Sketches



Logo Comps
Throughout my logo sketching, I was drawn 
to the simultaneous strength and unity that 
sailing knots have to offer. For the final logo, I 
really tried to make this motif work. However, 
after much experimentation, I decided to 
depart from the literal knot/rope approach 
and bring my third direction, inspired by 
ornamental gates, to final. I discovered that the 
interconnected feeling I was looking for with 
knots/rope was still successful by using the 
shared crossbars on logo three.



Visual Theme  
Sketches
The visual theme is where my desire to use 
knots really resurfaced. I experimented with 
other sketches that might represent Halifax, 
such as seaweed, maritime flags, and Victorian 
architecture (look up Halifax Storm Porches). 
However, I found the knot’s potential  
much to be much greater and moved  
forward by experimenting with illustration  
on the next page.



The Knots



Menu
Sketching
I was initially pretty out-there when I was 
creating sketches for my menu. I felt the menu 
deserved to be more than just a piece of card 
stock with a list of food on it. Ideas such as 
using strips of paper to customize an order, 
printing with heat sensitive ink that would 
react to the temperature of your hands, or 
starting your order by looking at a map, all 
came to mind. Eventually, I found a solution in 
a comprehensive stationery set that really lets 
the visual theme shine when organized in a way 
that completes the knot.



Menu
Development



Final Menu



Mobile  
Web page 
The first thing that came to mind when 
designing the web page is that I wanted the 
hours to be as easily accessible as possible. 
Whenever I am trying to navigate to a 
restaurant’s website, 90% of the time I’m trying 
to look for their hours. So that went right up 
front and center. Next, I focused on the online 
ordering. I created a system that utilized the 
finger tapping ability on smart phones for easy 
adding to cart and keeping track of items.


